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Congo 


Army To Reorganize Along Ethnic, Regional Lines 


AB 3008160395 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Congolese authorities want 
lo give a new image to their Army. They have under- 
taken to reorganize the national Army Forces on the 
basis of the ethnic and regional origins of officers and 
men of the rank and file. Over to you, Eugene Elan for 
the details: 


[Elan] The Congolese Army virtually resembles what 
one humorously calls a Mexican army. Taking into 
account military standards, this means that it is made 
up of too many officers and a small number of troops. 
Indeed, two-thirds of the nearly 25,000 man-strong 
Congolese Army are officers. In addition, most of 
the officers come from the north of the country, the 
native regior of the former head of state, General 
Denis Sassou-Nguesso. The current president, Pascal 
Lissouba, is from the southwest region. 


To justify the reorganization of the Army, the Brazzav- 
ille authorities speak of the need to create a balance and 
rejuvenate the Armed Forces. The underlying reason is 
that one considers that too many soldiers have remained 
attached to Gen. Sassou-Nguesso who has become an 
Opposition leader and who lives most of the time 600 
kms north of Brazzaville. 


The government’s mistrust of the Army is partly due 
to the attitude of certain military officers, especially 
during the incidents that shook Brazzaville two years 
ago. Some of them had joined the opposition militia 
groups when the entire opposition political parties had 
distributed arms to their supporters, and this had led to 
the loss of 2,000 lives in the process. 


The situation stil’ continues today. These militiamen 
are still implicated in common law violent incidents in 
Brazzaville. By integrating the militiamen into the regu- 
lar national Army, the Congolese Government means to 
kill two birds with one stone: It plans to solve the prob- 
lem of insecurity and effect an ethnic balance within the 
Armed Forces. 


Sassou-Nguesso’s Militiamen Hold Demonstration 


AB3008230295 Libreville Africa No. 1] in French 
1830 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Militiamen 
close to former President Denis Sassou-Nguesso flexed 
their muscles today in the streets of Brazzaville to 
express their displeasure and desire for vengeance 
following the killing of one of their own by the security 
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forces a week ago. Bienvenu Boudimbou reports from 
Brazzaville: 


[Begin Boudimbou recording] A carnival in bad taste. 
This is what the inhabitants of Brazzaville will retain 
from the flexing of muscles yesterday at the PV Market 
by armed militiamen called the Cobras, close to the 
former head of state, Denis Sassou-Nguesso. Today, 
on the road to the Diktatolo Cemetery, the militiamen 
terrified passers by and other tradesmen in the city who 
were forced to close their shops. The group of gangs was 
thus accompanying to the cemetery two of their friends 
who were killed by the police on 22 August while they 
were irying to cominit armed robbery in a shop owned 
by a foreigner. 


Imposing their road traffic regulations, they disrupted 
the traffic for kilometers at Wende and Talangai where 
taxi drivers were deprived of their vehicles whenever 
they refused to drive the excited youths to the cemetery, 
with the red tlags of the former People’s Republic flying 
in the air. The Cobras swore to avenge their friends. 
The police are taking this threat so seriously that for 
the past week, the Potopoto II police station, which was 
the object of a bloody attack in December 1974, has 
been on the war path. This seems to be the right attitude 
since yesterday, the militiamen organized a racket in the 
old Potopoto District after disrupting the PV Market at 
Mpila. 


Incidentally, this spate of activism by the militiamen 
comes at a time when the proceedings of the seventh UN 
consultative meeting on security issues in Central Africa 
are going on. After the adoption of the experts’ report 
scheduled for this evening, the ministerial meeting will 
begin tomorrow. [end recording] 


Rwanda 


Hutu Education Minister Appointed New Premier 


AB3108111795 Paris AFP in English 
1112 GMT 31 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kigali, Aug 31 (AFP) — Pri- 
mary and Secondary Education Minister Pierre-Celestin 
Rwigema, a 42-year-old Hutu, was appointed Rwanda’s 
new prime minister Thursday [31 August], state radio 
announced. 


He succeeds Faustin Twagiramungu, also a member of 
the majority Hutu tribe, who resigned and was fired 
almost simultaneously on Monday. 


President Pasteur Bizimungu was also due to name a 
new cabinet after firing four ministers — three Hutus 
and a Tutsi — on Tuesday. 
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Twagiramungu’s Hutu-dominated party, the Republican 
Democratic Movement (RDM), had put forward four 
names for the premier’s post: Rwigema; Jean-Marie 
Vianney Mbonimpa, the ambassador to Switzerland; 
Christophe Mfizi, the ambassador to France; and Eugene 
Ndahayo, the RDM'’s executive secretary and permanent 
secretary in the information ministry. 


RDM leaders had planned to submit only one name, as 
laid down under accords on power-sharing between the 
Hutu majority and Tutsi minority signed in 1993, but 
the president asked for four names to allow him to "sort 
out the situation quickly,” a participant in the party’s 
talks told AFP. 


His sacking of Twagiramungu with parliamentary ap- 
proval and his purging of the cabinet were seen as here 
as moves that would consolidate what is already a stran- 
glehold on power by the Tutsis who won last year’s civil 
war despite making up only 14 percent of the popula- 
lion. 


The political changes were also seen as certain to 
discourage two million Hutu refugees from returning 
voluntarily from camps in neighbouring couniries. 


They fled the advance of the Tutsi rebel army after Hutu 
extremists had slaughtered more than _half-a-million 
Tutsis, moderate Hutus and their families. 


Zaire expelled 13,000 of the one million Rwandan Hutus 
on its territory last week, but only about 100 have been 
returning voluntarily each day since then. 


On Tuesday, Zairean President Mobutu Sese Seko set a 
deadline of the end of the year for all the refugees in 
Rwanda to return, a timetable which would involve the 
repatriation of an average 8,000 refugees per day. 


Their reluctance to return stems from a combination 
of fear of retribution, intimidation by extremists who 
control the camps, and propaganda broadcast by Hutu 
extremists operating a short-wave radio station in Bel- 
gium. 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees Sadako Ogata 
was meanwhile due to arrive in Nairobi Thursday en 


route for talks on refugees from both Rwanda and 
neighbouring Burundi, which has a similar ethnic mix. 


She is due to visit Burundi, Tanzania, Rwanda, and 
Zaire. 

Twagiramungu Says Will Stay in Country 
AB3008225395 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The plight of Rwandan refugees 
was complicated two-fold yesterday by the Zairian 
authorities’ formal notice to the UNHCR, indicating 
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that the last Hutu refugee must leave Zairian soil by 
31 December, and by the spate of resignations and 
dismissals that have been the lot of the Rwandan and 
Burundian Governments of late. The most powerful 
shock wave was received by the Rwandan Government 
which lost as many as five of its members, including 
four Hutus. Indeed, outgoing Prime Minister Faustin 
Twagiramungu has come out of the silence to which he 
had been reduced, now that his telephone line has been 
restored. He declared today that he planned to remain in 
Rwanda to continue his political struggle. Asked about 
his safety, he said that when one does politics in Africa 
one sometimes risks one’s life every minute. 


This resignation by Faustin Twagiramungu and four 
other members of his cabinet has the obvious effect of 
further reducing the little confidence capital the Hutu 
refugees had in the Kigali Government, a government 
which, like the Army, is dominated by the minority 
Tutsis of the Rwanda Patriotic Front [FPR]. This is so 
much so that it is now going to be much more difficult 
to convince them to return home voluntarily. They will 
all now fear for their safety, especially if in Kigali the 
authorities insist on sorting out former soldiers from the 
civilian population. On this point, here is the feeling 
of Augustin Bizimungu, former chief of staff of the 
Rwandan Army now living in exile in Zaire. He was 
speaking to Jean-Claude Frank Medome, one of our 
special correspondents. 


[Begin recording] ([Bizimungu] We quite share the 
view held by everyone else that Rwandans must one 
day return home. That is their right. So ii some 
mechanisms are set in motion for Rwandans to return 
home, the consequences must be examined. Why did 
these Rwandans flee their country in the first place? 
They fled because there were reasons for doing so, and 
thought should be given to resolving the issues involved. 
(?So far as we are concerned), we will not accept that 
the FPR continue to consolidate itself while people 
continue to refuse to speak about the refugee problem. 
We think that the entire international community and 
all the players involved must work out the necessary 
balance that will provide mechanisms for these refugees 
to return home, at least with a minimum guarantee of 
their safety. It is within the context of minimum security 
that any dialogue should take place and a measure of 
balance guaranteed for politicians or administrators. 


[Niedome] Are your men, I mean members of the former 
Rwandan Army, not afraid of these refugee repatriation 
exercises? 


[Bizimungu] You are talking of members of the former 
Rwandan Army. Surely, they are former soldiers of 
the Rwandan Army. We consider ourselves now as 
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refugees. We are disarmed. We live with and in the same 
conditions as the other refugees, and see ourselves as 
refugees. So if there are any moves concerning refugees, 
I believe such moves will not icave out any category of 
refugees. We do not have two categories of refugees. 
There is only one category — all Rwandan refugees. 
(end recording] 


We also recorded the reaction of the Community 
of Hutu Refugees in Central Africa. Community 
spokesman Jean-Paul Sinzoga believes that the spate 
of resignations that shook the Rwandan Government 
yesterday and the day before is indeed the consequence 
of an internal crisis which has engulfed this government 
since its formation in July 1994, 


Zaire 


Kengo Urges UNHCR To End Repatriation by 31 
Dec 


AB3008203695 Kinshasa Voix du Zaire in French 
1800 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The problem concerning the 
repatriation of the refugees living in eastern Zaire is still 
in the news. Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo called on 
the UNHCR in Geneva, Switzerland, yesterday to take 
charge of the repatriation of all the refugees to their 
countries of origin before 31 December otherwise Zaire 
will be forced to settle the matter alone. Pending the 
implementation of this measure, the Zairian Government 
and the UNHCR agreed to meet once a month to assess 
progress in the repatriation exercise. 


Meanwhile, Sadako Ogata, the high commissioner for 
refugees, will go to the Great Lakes Region, and it is 
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with her meeting with President Mobutu Sese Seko that 
she will round off her visit to this part of the world. 


Wa Kamanda: Rwanda To Solve Own Problems 


LD3008190395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rwandan refugees are becoming 
the hostages of the wrangle between Zaire and Rwanda. 
The Zaireans have decided to corner Kigali. For Zairean 
Deputy Prime Minister Gerard Kamanda wa Kamanda, 
who is also the foreign minister, Rwanda has shown ill 
will since the beginning of the crisis. This is what he 
said to Jean-Jacques Louarn: 


[Begin Wa Kamanda recording] No constitution in the 
world allows a country to deport its nationals, but 
we are under the clear impression that, as far as this 
issue is concerned, the Hutu leaving Rwanda have been 
deported because of their ethnic and political opposition. 
This is a subtle and clever mechanism, namely, the 
deportation of nationals to other territories in a bid 
to solve problems of overpopulation, lack of space, 
political management, and of other things, such as 
power sharing. 


Now we have our own problems. We cannot support 
this kind of thing. The international community should 
not support the efforts of those who would like to see 
these problems solved in Rwanda and Burundi through 
tlie creation of a Hutuland, to the detriment of Zaire. 
[end recording] 
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Eritrea 
Ruling Party Holds First Conference 


EA3008162095 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The first conference of the 
People’s Front for Democracy and Justice [previously 
known as Eritrean Peopte’s Liberation Front, EPLF], 
which opened yesterday with the theme of clear vision 
and firm pledges for the reconstruction of the nation, is 
still in progress. 


The conference, which is being held at the Expo Hall 
in Asmara, yesterday discussed the prevailing situation 
and challenges and their solutic .s. It also discussed 
among other issues ways to strengthen and further 
develop the front, build a stable and democratic political 
system, strengthen national unity, build the nation and 
strengthen relations with people’s organizations. 


Kenya 
Released Kenyans, Swedes Arrive in Nairobi 


EA3008135595 Nairobi KTN Television Network 
in English 1000 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Six Swedes and Kenyans held 
hostage in Somalia and freed after one week, arrived in 
Nairobi last night. Speaking to KTN at Wilson Airport 
on arrival from Hargeysa, the four Swedes and two 
Kenyans said they had been held hostage for what was 
termed by Somalis as: violation of airspace. They noted 
that, though the beginning of their capture was hectic, 
tension eased later. 


The pilot of the East African air charter plane, (Erwin 
Lanock), explained that they were arrested on landing 
in the breakaway Somaliland without proper permission 
to repatriate three Somalis deported from Sweden for 
living there illegally. The six were freed after negoti- 
ations between the Swedish Government representative 
in Kenya and Muhammad Ibrahim Egal, the president 
of the self- proclaimed Somaliland. 


Opposition To Hold ‘Major’ Rally in Isiolo 


EA3008174595 Nairobi EAST AFRICAN STANDARD 
in English 30 Aug 95 p4 


[Article by correspondent: "FORD-K Rally Set for 
Isiolo"} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The first major opposition rally 
in northern Kenya is scheduled for 24th September in 
Isiolo. 


According to the FORD-Kenya [Forum for the Restora- 
tion of Democracy-Kenya] deputy organizing secretary, 
Mr. Joseph Kimau, the rally will be held in Isiolo 
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whether the administration approves the application or 
not. 


In a statement faxed to the Isiolo FORD-Kenya branch, 
the rally is meant to sensitize the area residents on the 
numerous failures of KANU [Kenya African National 
Union] in the area since independence. 


The statement said that the rally, which is expected to be 
addressed by among others the MP for Langata, Raila 
Odinga, severai FORD-K MPs and activists, will discuss 
the issue of security in the region. 


The rally will also address the issue of alleged discrim- 
ination in the issuance of identity cards and passports 
to the Kenyan Cushitic communities in the country. 


Kimau said that FORD-Kenya is saddened by the fact 
that northern Kenya is the only part of the country where 
you Cannot travel without armed escort and poverty is 
rife. 


Somalia 


Factions Announce Opening of Important Road 
Link 


EA3108102595 (Clandestine) Radio Mogadishu Voice 
of the Somali Pacification in Somali 
1630 GMT 30 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A big ceremony marking 
the commissioning of the long road linking Banaadir 
region with the central regions was held today. The 
USC-SNA [United Somali Congress-Somali National 
Alliance], USC-PM [United Somali Congress-Peace 
Movement) and USC-SSA [United Somali Congress- 
Somali Salvation Alliance] released the following press 
Statement on the occasion: 


In conformity with the peace agreement signed by the 
brotherly communities of Habar Gidir and Hawadleh 
on 5 July 1995 following the mediation of the Mudulod 
community, the USC-SNA and the USC-PM inform the 
Somali people and the world that the tarmac road linking 
the capital with the central regions is officially open 
with effect from today. In view of the economic and 
political importance of the road and in the context of 
peace for the whole of Somali society, the communities 
of this area are called on to behave responsibly in 
implementing this agreement and ensuring security. 


Public transport is also informed that the road is open 
to it and peace should be observed. 


The organizations thank the religious scholars and 
enlightened members of the communities participating 
in the reconciliation and call on them to persevere with 
their efforts to implement the Islamic Shari'ah. 
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The organizations call on international agencies to pro- 
mote Somali reconciliation in general and the imple- 
mentation of this project in particular. [passage omitted] 


Tanzania 
Three Parties Nominate Presidential Candidates 


EA3008222695 Dar es Salaam Radio Tanzania 
Network in Swahili 1700 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Dar es Salaam — The Na- 
tional Electoral Commission today officially announced 
that the nominations of presidential candidates for three 
political parties had been completed unopposed. Issuing 
the statement to journalists, the director of the electoral 
commission, Mr. (Alexis Banzi), said the presidential 
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Candidates nominated without problems are Mr. Ben- 
jamin Mkapa and his running mate, Dr. Umar Ali Juma 
for the ruling party, Chama Cha Mapinduzi; Professor 
(Ibrahim Libumba) and his running mate, Mr. (Juma 
Duni Haji), for the Civic United Front; and Mr. John 
Cheyo and his running mate, Mr. (Uthman Hamad Na- 
sur), for the United Democratic Party. 


Mr. (Banzi) said electoral campaigns would officially 
start tomorrow. 


Referring to the National Convention for Construction 
and Reform — Mageuzi party, he said the electoral 
commission would issue a special statement as to when 
the party would start campaigning. [passage omitted] 
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Ministry Confirms Oil Deal With Iran Signed 30 
Aug 


MB3108104195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1013 GMT 31 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Aug 31 SAPA 
— South Africa and Iran signed a deal in Tehran on 
Wednesday [30 August] giving Iran use of oil storage 
facilities at Saldanha Bay, the Ministry of Mineral and 
Energy Affairs confirmed on Thursday. 


Strategic Fuel Fund [SFF] General Manager Kobus van 
Zy: and his national Iranian oil counterpart signed the 
contract, ministry spokesman Roland Darroll said. 


Darroll said Van Zyl, who flew to Iran on Monday night, 
was due back in South Africa on Friday. Although the 
exact terms of the deal are not known it is understood 
Iran will make use of the Saldanha storage facility’s 
spare capacity — two tanks with a total capacity of 
14.4 million barrels. 


The implemention of the agreement was still subject to 
the results of environmental impact assessments [EIA] 
being carried out by Portnet [port authority] and the 
SFF. 


The SFF EIA will look at the risk of pollution from 
increased oi! tanker traffic in Saldanha harbour, while 
the Portnet assessment — due to be released next week 
—- focuses on the planned extension of the general cargo 


quay. 


Energy Minister Comments on Oil Hold 


MB3008155395 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1515 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[From the "PM Live” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The decision by Environmental! 
Affairs Minister Dawie de Villiers to put on hold the 
deal to store Iranian crude oil at Saldanha on the Cape 
west coast has evoked widespread response, but the 
most vociferous reaction has come from Mineral and 
Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha, as Lyndon Johnston 
reports: 


[Begin recording] [Johnston] Mr. Justice Steyn called 
on Dr. De Villiers to stall the signing of the oil storage 
contract until the Portnet [Port Network Company] 
environmental impact study and a risk assessment 
commissioned by the Strategic Fuel Fund has been 
studied. The deal was to have been signed this week. 
The first Iranian oil tanker was expected to arrive within 
a month. Today Minister Pik Botha played down the 
supposed intervention of Dr. De Villiers, saying the 
move was a logical one. 
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{Bo.ha] I think it is most inappropriate to call it Dr. De 
Villiers’ intervention. He did not intervene at all. What 
happened was that, apparently, Judge Steyn requested 
him to see whether we could not at least suspend the 
implementation of the agreement until the impact study 
is available. There’s no problem with that. 


{Johnston} Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik 
Botha. Mr. Botha disputed statements which said that 
shipping to Saldanha would increase from 25 to 75 
tankers per year. The statement was made last month by 
the general manager of the Strategic Fuel Fund, Kobus 
van Zyl, but the minister insists that the facts must first 
be checked. 


[Botha] In 1980, 70 ships came 1 and out of Saldanha 
— 15 years ago. So we must jusi be a little bit careful 
about factual statements. It depends on the size of the 
ship. 


[Johnston] The minister doesn’t seem to think that the 
concerns are justified, but he agrees that there are other 
considerations. 


[Botha] But you know, suddenly to say, 25 to 75 — 
what does it mean? Unless you tell me what is the 
tonnage, the size of the ship. That’s what matters. 


[Johnston] Meanwhile, an independent environmental 
consultant, Dr. (Allan Haydorn), has welcomed the 
stalling of the signing. 


aydorn)} The Saldanha-Langebaan system remains 

of the most important natural assets on the coast 
.. South Africa, which has enormous value, both in 
ecological terms, but also in economic terms, and it’s 
for these reasons that South Africa has committed itself 
to international conventions such as (Ramsa) and Bonn, 
to ensure that this system will receive the protection 
which it deserves. 


[Johnston] A spokesman for the Iranian embassy refused 
to comment on the latest developments. He said they 
would respond sometime next week, as the ambassador 
was out of town. Lyndon Jolaston in Cape Town. [end 
recording] 


Minister Notes Defunct Group Linked to Iraq 


MB3008120795 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
30 Aug 95 pl 


[Report by Patrick Bulger] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town — Safety and 
Security Minister Sydney Mufamadi yesterday lifted 
the veil on a shadowy underground movement whose 
members have admitted to police killings in the past. 
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Mufamadi said the Revolutionary Watchdogs, which 
splintered from the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] in 
1990, wanted to bring about a socialist order in SA 
{South Africa]. He named its "prominent leaders" as 
Chipape, Phakamile Walaza, Percy Yende, Joe Moropa, 
Mandla Zulu and Mangadi Seboko. 


The group did not have a head office but usually made 
use of the homes of prominent leaders. It did not have 
a fixed income but received donations from supporters 
and sympathisers. It upheld the PAC’s 1959 constitution 
and worked for the development of Africans. It wanted 
to bring about a socialist order, unite Africa in a United 
States of Africa and to return all land to its original 
black owners. 


Mufamadi also provided details of another organisation, 
called the Revolutionary Army for Socialist Action 
[RASA]. Although it was never constituted, Rasa was 
mooted at the start of last year among disgruntled former 
MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe — Spear of the Nation; ANC 
military wing} and APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation 
Army] members who supported the objectives of the 
Workers List Party. However, a lack of interest by the 
MK and APLA members meant the organisation was 
never launched. 


There were also claims by the would-be founders that 
RASA wou!d be supported by the Iraqi government. 


Assembly Endorses Chemical Weapons Convention 


MB3008173895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1702 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Aug 30 SAPA — 
South Africa should ratify an international agreement 
prohibiting the use of landmines, the National Assembly 
agreed on Wedr sday [30 August]. It approved the 
1980 Convention on Prohibition or Restriction of Use 
of Certain Conventional Weapons. 


Welcoming the move, the Ceasefire Campaign said it 
was a further step toward South Africa taking its place 
among the ranks of credible and responsible members 
of the international community. However, it noted that 
the convention had not stopped the proliferation and 
indiscriminate use of landmines. 


It was now time for government to focus attention 
on how South Africa could contribute to dealing with 
"the international landmines epidemic”, the organisation 
said. 


The country should support an international ban on 
landmines at a forthcoming review of the convention 
in Vienna as the only real solution to the humanitarian 
problem caused by mines. 
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South Africa would attend the review conference as 
an observer. Its support for an international ban would 
give greater weight and credibility to efforts to outlaw 
landmines, the Ceasefire Campaign said. 


It called on parliamentary committees deciding South 
Africa’s position at the Vienna meeting to consider the 
case for the countr, supporting a total bat: on mines. 


There were an estimated 100 million landmines world- 
wide, with up to a third of these ir Africa and millions 
more being planted each year, the organisation said. 


A convention prohibiting the use of chemical weapons 
was also approved by the National Assembly. 


Committee To Decide Arms Trade, Transfer 
Policies 

MB3008151495 Johannesburg SAfm Radio etwork 
in English 1400 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The cabinet has reviewed the 
appointment of a National Conventional Arms Control 
Committee to take charge of all arms trade and arms 
transfer policies. 


The decision gives the authority over arms trade, 
sales, and transfer policies to the collective ministerial 
leadership of the National Convention Arms Control 
Committee. The 11-member committee comprises seven 
ministers and four deputies, with Water Affairs Minister 
Kader Asmal as chairperson. 


New Secret Service Building To Cost R156 Million 


MB3008130595 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1242 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town August 29 SAPA 
— The new Pretoria headquarters of the South African 
Secret Service and the National Intelligence Agency 
[NIA] is to be built at a cost of R156 million [rands] 
— R14 million more than the original project estimate 
approved by cabinet in 1993. 


NIA Deputy Director-General George Grewar told the 
House Public Accounts Committee on Tuesday that 
building costs, and the creation of the two new agencies 
to replace the former National Intelligence Service, were 
to blame for the increase. The building — “somewhere 
in the vicinity of Pretoria" — would save taxpayers R12 
million a year as staff would move out of the substantial 
number of buildings and offices in which they were 
now housed. The buildings were being rented at "fairly 
high cost" to the government. Construction of the new 
headquarters is due to be completed in 1997. 
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Foreign Budget Needs Revising To Pay ‘Covert’ 
Debt 


MB3008130495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1246 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town August 30 SAPA 
— The Department of Foreign Affairs will have to carry 
out a major review of its budget to settle the U.S. $1.3 
million debt of Project Ulua, a covert opvration run by 
the department in the 1980s to counter sanctions and 
the international disinvestment campaign. 


Giving evidence before the House Public Accounts 
Committee on Tuesday, Foreign Affairs Director Gen- 
eral Rusty Evans said the department had been in- 
structed by the secret services evaluating committee to 
find the money in its open account. "This will entail a 
major review of our budget." 


A foreign affairs team sent to the “country concerned” 
had succeeded in reducing Ultra’s tax liabilities and 
labour claims from U.S. $3 million to U.S. $1.3 million 
in negotiations with the project’s creditors. However, 
Gill Marcus (ANC) asked why the state should be made 
accountable for the debts when nothing was known 
about the project. "Those who set this up must be held 
personally accountable. We can’t be held accountable 
when we don’t know what its about." 


Auditor-General Henri Kluever, who is studying the 
foreign affairs proposal to settle Ultra’s debts, has 
already expressed disquiet about the way in which the 
project was set up. He was not convinced that the 
department took reasonable precautions to proteci the 
interests of the state. 


Evans told the committee the department no longer ran 
secret projects and had not since his appointment as 
director-general two years ago. 


Satellite [To Beam Channel Africa to U.S., UK 


MB3008115895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1137 GMT 30 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Aug 30 SAPA 
— Channel Africa, the SABC’s [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] external racio service, will be 
broadcast to Britain and the United States via satellite. 


Executive Editor Lebona Mosia said in a statement 
on Wednesday [30 August] the channel’s feed from 
Mondays to Fridays will be broadcast via satellite to 
Europe and the U.S. Mosia said the link-up had been 
made possible by co-operation with the London-based 
World Radio Network. Channel Africa broadcasts on 
short-wave to Africa in English, French, Portuguese 
and four vernacular languages. It covers news, actuality 
programmes and has a business slot. 
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Report Says U.f. ‘Negroes’ Put on ‘Gravy Train’ 
MB3008123895 Pretoria PATRIOT in Afrikaans 
25 Aug 95 p18 


[FBIS Translated Text] The United States has decided 
to send approximately 80 million rands annually to 
southern Africa for various projects. 


Th 3 money is administered by the Southern African De- 
velopment Fund. The chairman of this fund is Andrew 
Young, Pik Botha’s "good friend." 


In the United States it is believed that the officicls 
managing this fund include a whole lot of U.S Negroes 
{as published] put on the gravy train by the Clinton 
Administration. There has been talk of big salaries, 
huge offices, luxury cars, several secretaries, etc. It has 
been mentioned that the annual cost of running this 
organization is 20-30 million rands annually in direct 
and indirect costs. 


It seems as if this organization is aimed at bringing in a 
larger Negro vote for Clinton rather than to help blacks 
in southern Africa. 


This is how the situation stands. This is the extent of 
U.S. sympathy for blacks in southern Africa. 


Police To Get New Emblem, Rank Structure 


MB3008133795 . .2nnesburg SAPA in English 
1329 GMT 30 Aug >” 


[FBIS Transcribe'' ’ ext] Cape Town Aug 30 SAPA — 
After 82 years the South African police’s star emblem is 
about to change. Though not yet finalised as consultation 
on the new emblem continues, the coat of arms inside 
the star will probably be replaced by an aloe. 


Western Cape Police Commissioner Andre Beukes said 
on Tuesday [29 August] the aloe was favoured because 
it was a survivor able to operate effectively with few 
resources. Like the police, it was found throughout 
South Africa and able to deal with most conditions. 


The new rank structure, which would probably be 
implemented before the end of the year, demilitarises 
ranks and cuts them from 14 to seven. 


The ranks of constable and sergeant wil! not be changed, 
but warrant officers will be known as inspectors. Instead 
of wearing the old coat of arms on the sleeve, warrant 
officers will wear a shoulder flash with the words "police 
inspector" and two Stars. 


The first officer's rank will be captain. Lieutenant falls 
away. Majors and lieutenant-colonels will become su- 
perintendents, full colonels become senior superinten- 
dents, brigadiers will be directors, and generals will be 
known as commissioners. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


e 


FBIS-AFR-95-169 
31 August 1995 


Instead of crossed swords, generals will bear the inter- 
national police sign of a crossed baton and a sword. 


Assistant commissioners will replace major-generals, 
and lieutenant-generals will become divisional or 
provincial commissioners. 


The deputy national commissioners will wear a crossed 
baton and sword, two hexagons and a star. The national 
commissioner, previously a general, will wear three 
hexagons and the crossed baton and sword. 


Mandela’s Lawyers To Serve Divorce Summons 
Again 

MB3008123395 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
30 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town Aug 30 SAPA — 
President Nelson Mandela’s attorneys have instructed 
the Cape Town Sheriff's Office to return the divorce 
summons it failed to serve on his estranged wife, 
Winnie, last week. 


Cape Town Sheriff K W Bateman said on Wednesday 
[30 August] his office had been telephonically advised 
on Monday not to issue the summons. The formal 
divorce papers had been returned to the President’s 
attorney Ismail Ayob. 


A Sunday newspaper report said Mrs Mandela had 
vowed to contest the divorce which could lead to 
a prolonged court battle in which both she and the 
president would have to give evidence. The withdrawal 
could signal aitempts at an amicable settlement, sources 
said, but Mrs Mandela’s attorney Moses Mavundla 
told SAPA he had not been approached about possible 
negotiations. Sources said they did not believe the 
withdrawal meant the president had changed his n.‘nd 
about ending his 37-year marriage. The president's 
office has steadfastly declined to comment saying it is 
a private matter. 


397 Million Rands Set Aside For Local Elections 


MB3108072295 Johanzxesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 31 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) KwaZulu/Natal is to receive 
the biggest slice of government funding for the local 
elections. So says Minister of Provincial Affairs and 
Constitutional Development Roelf Meyer. He told a sit- 
ting of the National Assembly that 397 million rands had 
been set aside for the elections and would be divided 
among the nine provincial governments, his department, 
and the SABC [South African Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion]. The Northern Cape will receive the smallest slice 
of funding, almost 7 million rand. 
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Minister Nzo Holds Talks With Nigerian Minister 


MB3008201495 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Nigeria is to embark on a 
program of democratization in October which will 
in due course lead to the restoration of a civilian 
government in that country. Nigerian Foreign Minister 
Chief Tom Ikimi made the announcement at a meeting 
with his South African counterpart, Mr. Alfred Nzo, 
in Pretoria today. However, Chief Ikimi tried to brush 
aside human rights violations in his country. Estelle 
Pienaar reports: 


[Begin recording] [Pienaar] The crisis in Nigeria came 
to a head last year, when the military government 
rejected the outcome of the presidential election and 
broke an earlier promise to return the country to 
democratic rule. Several foreign governments, among 
them South Africa, have visited Nigeria to discuss the 
matter. South Africa even invited Nigerian Foreign 
Minister Chief Tom Ikimi to South Africa to address 
the SADC [Southern African Development Community] 
conference. Today the talks continued in Pretoria. This 
time Chief Ikimi met South African Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo and Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz Pahad. 
After the talks, Chief Ikimi dismissed probing questions 
on the situation in his country. 


{Ikimi, in English] We in Nigeria have endorsed all 
laws that govern human rights and have been faithful, 
you know, to ensuring that our citizens, you know, are, 
you ‘now, looked after and given the freedom that they 
desei ve. 


[Pienaar] Minister Nzo was evidently satisfied with the 
Nigerian minister’s explanation. 


[Nzo] He is an expert. He comes fiu:n the country. He 
has informed us, so I’ve had no reason not to be happy. 


[Pienaar] Internationally, South Africa’s new democracy 
is viewed as an example to be followed, but after today’s 
talks, the Nigerian minister was of the opinion that his 
country’s democracy has developed further than South 
Africa’s and that there was nothing worthwhile that his 
country could learn from South Africa. Estelle Pienaar 
in Pretoria for Television News. [end recording] 


South African Press Review for 30 Aug 
MB3008 132095 

(FBIS Editorial Report] 

THE STAR 


Time for Africa To Wield Big Stick With Nigeria — 
Dale Lautenbach writes in an article on page-12 of Jo- 
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hannesburg THE STAR in English on 30 August that 
Nigeria's neighbors, “rather than the West," should ap- 
ply pressure to further democracy in that country, South 
Africa's "dilemma" is how to urge the democritiza- 
ion of Nigeria without being seen to be endorsing 
that regime, South Africa also "risks the danger of be- 
ing drawn into the Africa-versus- the-West posture of 
the Nigerians who have lashed out viciously at criti- 
cisms from the United States and the UK in particular. 
Most revealing in (Nigerian Foreign Minister) Ikimi’s 
comments on the pro-democracy groups was his asser- 
lion that the U.S. was paying individuals within those 
groups." Lautenbach notes that concrete action against 
Nigeria by the West "has not yet taken shape bar a bit 
of aid cutting,” because perhaps the West is "waiting 
for Africa, including a liberated South Africa, to take 
up the big stick in its own neighbourhood." "If Africa 
were to engage in such rough and righteous diplomacy, 
perhaps it would signal the first stirrings of a positive 
and responsible identity." 


SOWETAN 


SADC Summit Success — Johannesburg SOWETAN 
in English on 30 August in a page-12 editorial notes 
the "successful" Southern African Development Com- 
munity, SADC, meeting in Johannesburg which ended 
this week, saying: "It is obviously early days yet but the 
summit must send out a signal to the world that African 
states are in the process of fighting for respect and le- 
gitimacy in world economics." 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC, Inkatha Must Cooperate on Constitution — "By 
refusing to contribute to the framing of SA's final 
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constitution, particularly on the division of powers, 
Inkatha is paring down its nose to spite its face," points 
out a page-16 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 30 August. "At the same time, the 
ANC will eventually have to acknowledge that there 
can be no workable constitutional dispensation which 
excludes the Zulu nationalist party.” The ANC wants 
"an inclusive constitutional settlement by May next 
year,” and Inkatha wants "concessions on provincial 
autonomy,” so "neither side can do without the other." 


BEELD 


South Africans Should Heed Malaysian Advice — For 
various reasons, South Africans should heed the advice 
of Malaysia's Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed, ac- 
cording to a page-8 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD 
in Afrikaans on 28 August. Dr. Mohamed said in Par- 
liament, Cape Town, that "South Africa’s taxes were far 
too high to make the country attractive to investors." The 
main reason why his words should carry weight is be- 
cause "he speaks from experience." "Malaysia is one of 
the countries in Southeast Asia which over the past few 
years have achieved almost incredible economic suc- 
cess, with foreign investment as well." "Furthermore, 
Malaysia's credibility is above doubt, especially to the 
ANC — it received support from that country in its 
:'vuggle against apartheid.” South Africa could there- 
fore learn a lot from Malaysia. 
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Congo 
Congolese, Cabinda Governors Discuss Cooperation 


MB3108063295 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 31 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Friendship ties and coop- 
eration between Cabinda Province and the Congolese 
areas Of Kouilou and Naire are set to improve. Yes- 
terday, Cabinda Province Governor Jose Amaro Taty 
and his Congolese counterpart Chilele Francois agreed 
to improve bilateral relations. This was the first infor- 
mal talk between the two officials who discussed the 
running of the Defense and Security Joint Subcomis- 
sion and the free movement of people and goods. The 
delegations also discussed the situation of about 8,000 
Angolan refugees in Congo and the smuggling of fuel 
along the border which is worrying the Angolan author- 
ities, and reviewed the evolution of the socioeconomic 
and political situation of the two provinces. The parties 
tried to identify the causes of past skirmishes along the 
border and found solutions to prevent similar incidents 
in future. [passage omitted] 


Mozambique 
Defense Seminar Determines Need for Modern 
Army 


MB3008193795 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The national defense policy 
and the role of the Armed Forces in a democratic society 
were the themes of a three-day seminar on national 
defense that began in Maputo on 28 August. There 
was general consensus at the meeting that the country 
should have a modern army in accordance with availabie 
financial resources. [passage omitted] 


The seminar was also attended by foreign observers, 
including diplomats from various countries. There were 
several speakers on the last day of the meeting, and they 
discussed issues as varied as the integration if the Armed 
Forces in the State’s higher structures, the mission of 
the Armed Forces, their basic organization, and military 
conditions in view of the country’s present situation. 
[passage omitted] 
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There was general consensus on the need for reorga- 
nization and a modern army, particularly in the ar- 
eas of training, logistics, military discipline, and opera- 
tional effectiveness. To these concepts, Defense Min- 
ister Aguiar Mazula would add regional integration 
within the context of a peaceful and generally demo- 
cratic southern Africa. 


{Begin Mazula recording] Not even one participant at 
this seminar had anything to say against the reality that 
Mozambique must be integrated in the regional and in- 
ternational contexts. We must conduct exhaustive re- 
search into matters pertaining to prevention mechanisms 
to deal with threats and settle conflicts. To that end, the 
Mozambique Defense Armed Forces [FADM] must es- 
tablish and follow clear troop selection and training cri- 
teria so that country will emerge with a dignified armed 
forces. The eventual participation by FADM troops in 
the so-called peacekeeping [preceding word in English] 
processes will serve to affirm this country’s peaceful 
foreign policy based on the principles of freedom and 
good neighborliness. [end recording] 


The latter stages of the seminar were marked by 
some controversy when the issue of providing financial 
resources to improve the FADM’s conditions was 
raised. The controversy began with remarks by U.S. 
Ambassador to “fozambique Dennis Jett, who quoted 
many figures. Je. began by mentioning that the long 
drawn debate on the budget continues to be a source 
of division between U.S. President Bill Clinton and the 
U.S. Congress. [passage omitted] 


The U.S. ambassador then asked whether the Mozam- 
bican Government has already clearly defined the coun- 
try’s priorities. 


[Begin Jett recording] It is not enough to simply make 
a list of military requirements and say: Well, these are 
the missions we have in mind. We need resources to go 
ahead with these plans. [passage omitted] 


No plan can have both more weapons and more social 
programs at the same time. [end recording] [passage 
omitted] 
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Ghana 
AFC Says Police Report on Riot ‘Elaborate Hoax’ 


AB3008184195 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Ghana opposition Alliance 
for Change [AFC] doesn’t think much of the report of 
a police committee of inquiry [set up] to look into the 
violence at a big demonstration in Accra on 11 May. 
It was a protest against the imposition of VAT [Value 
Added Tax] by President Rawlings’ government. It was 
dubbed Kume Preko, [meaning] You Might as Well Kill 
Me. Thousands of people took to the streets, there were 
clashes late in the day, and four people died. The police 
inquiry report is, according to the AFC, little more than 
a whitewash, and they called a press conference to say 
so. From Accra, Ben Ephson faxed this report: 


At the press conference, the AFC categorically rejected 
the report of the police committee of inquiry, call- 
ing it a cheap and fraudulent cover-up. The Alliance’s 
spokesman, Nana Akuffo-Addo, said that the fact that 
the police inquiry was unable to identify those respon- 
sible for the killings on 11 May show that it had failed 
to accomplish its principal task. He said it confirmed 
his party’s deep-seated suspicion that the inquiry was 
an elaborate hoax. 


At the press conference, copies of the police report 
(?from) the 12th of May were circulated. The report 
indicated that the violence at the demonstration had been 
caused by progovernment ACDR’s [Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution], the reformed committees 
for the defense of the revolution, set up after President 
Rawlings came to power in 1982. The report indicated 
that soldiers and a registered vehicle from President 
Rawlings’ security service were also involved in the 
shooting. Nana Akuffo-Addo said that if the president 
or parliament did not authorize the establishment of an 
independent commission of inquiry, the AFC would 
embark on a Tie Me Preko demonstration, meaning 
Listen To Me [demonstration]. Mr. Akuffo-Addo also 
said that the nationwide campaign for signatures in 
favor of the establishment of such a commission would 
continue. 


Guinea 
‘Radical’ Opposition Accepts Seat in Parliament 
AB3008151795 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Guinea, the radical opposition 
has finally accepted to take its place in the National 
Assembly, which is set to be inaugurated in Conakry, 
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the capital. The 38 deputies of the Rally of the Guinean 
People [RPG], the Party of Renewal and Progress 
[PRP], and the Union for the New Republic [UNR] 
could even take part in the election of the speaker of 
the new assembly, who will be a member of the Party 
of Unity and Progress [PUP]. Ben Daouda Sylla reports 
from Conakry. 


[Begin Sylla recording] There has been pressure from 
PRP and UNR grassroots, and circumstantial political 
constraint and fait accompli for the RPG. Arguments 
abound for the 38 radical opposition deputies to occupy 
their seats in the National Assembly. They made the 
decision late yesterday and some of them could even 
vote for the PUP candidate for he post of speaker. 
The assembly of 114 deputies, including nine women, 
is entirely dominated by the PUP’s 71 deputies. The 
change of strategy by the Codem [Coordination of 
the Democratic Opposition] was reportedly effected 
against the backdrop of a rift and ethnic considerations, 
according to observers. 


Be that as it may, the opposition has its sights on 
two deputy posts and the chairmanship of four general 
commissions in the National Assembly. The upcoming 
negotiations between Codem and the PUP may come out 
with a decision on the issue. The idea of a convention of 
democratic institutions has been raised so as to prevent 
the risk of clogging the democratic process, since 
Guinea’s problems are hydra-headed. [end recording] 


Liberia 


Militia Faction Claims Ceasefire ‘Broken’ 


AB3108093595 Paris AFP in English 
0902 GMT 31 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Aug 31 (AFP) — 
One of Liberia’s seven armed militias claimed Thursday 
[31 August] that a rival faction had broken a four-day- 
old ceasefire almost as soon as it began. 


The claim came as Monrovia was preparing for the ar- 
rival of two powerful warlords for the installation Friday 
of a new Council of State, or collective presidency. 


Lansana Kromah, spokesman for the Mandingo wing 
of the United Liberation Movement (ULIMO) militia, 
claimed members of the rival Krahn wing of ULIMO 
attacked his side’s forces on Saturday and Sunday. 


A ceasefire agreed under a peace accord signed on 
August 19 in Nigeria’s federal capital Abuja came into 
effect at Saturday midnight. 


Kromah, whose brother Alhaji leads the militia, said a 
protest letter was sent to the African peacekeeping force 
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ECOMOG and the United Nations Observer Mission in 
Liberia (UNOMIL). 


Kromah claimed the attack occurred at Bopolu, 90 
kilometres (55 miles) north of Monrovia. 


No independent confirmation of the alleged weekend 
incident was available. So far independent observers 
have claimed the ceasefire has been generally holding. 


Alhaji Kromah and Charles Taylor, the leader of the 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia were expected to 
arrive in Monrovia Thursday for the installation of a 
new Council of State, or collective presidency, due to 
take place here Friday. 


Peacekeepers Said ‘Unaware’ of Violations 


AB3108095095 Paris AFP in English 
0946 GMT 31 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Monrovia, Aug 31 (AFP) — 
One of Liberia’s seven armed militias claimed Thursday 
[31 August] that a rival faction had broken a four-day- 
old « asefire almost as soon as it began but African 
peacer -epers said they were unaware of any violation 
of the truce. 


"Reports we have received so far from our frontline 
commanders indicate the Saturday midnight ceasefire 
is still holding," spokesman Major Shola Akinola told 
AFP in a telephone interview. 


A ceasefire agreed under a peace accord signed on 
August 19 in Nigeria’s federal capital Abuja between 
Liberia’s seven armed factions came into effect at 
midnight on Saturday. 


But Lansana Kromah, spokesman for the Mandingo 
wing of the United Liberation Movement (ULIMO) 
militia, claimed members of the rival Krahn wing of 
ULIMO attacked his side’s forces on Saturday and 
Sunday. 


Kromah, whose brother Alhaji leads the militia, said a 
protest letter had been sent to the African peacekeeping 
force ECOMOG and the United Nations Observer 
Mission in Liberia (UNOMIL). 


Kromah claimed the attack occurred at Bopolu, 90 
kilometres (55 miles) north of Monrovia. 


A spokesman for the Krahn wing of ULIMO, Mamadee 
Keita, Thursday denied the claim in an interview 
published here by the NEW DEMOCRAT newspaper. 


He was quoted as saying that since the ceasefire came 
into force, there had been no clashes between the two 
rival factions. 


So far independent observers have claimed the ceasefire 
has been generally holding. 
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Two key warlords, Alhaji Kromah and Charles Taylor, 
are expected to arrive in Monrovia Thursday for the 
installation of a new Council of State, or collective 
presidency, due to take place here Friday. 


Demonstrators Show Support for Justice Minister 


AB3008135095 Gbarnga Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Angry demonstrators yesterday 
prevented the Supreme Court from handing down its 
ruling in the contempt case against Justice Minister 
Laveli Supuwood. The Supreme Court had convened 
a special session yesterday to rule in the contempt case 
against Minister Supuwood, who had been nominated to 
sit on the Supreme Court bench after the Abuja accord. 


Considering that the ruling could prevent his sitting, 
Minister Supuwood has accused Chief Justice James 
Booh of undermining the peace process. Minister Supu- 
wood told the NEW DEMOCRAT newspaper that the 
chief justice’s attempt to convene a special session to 
rule against him at this time is extra-judicial. According 
to him, the Supreme Court is close and will resume it’s 
next term in October and as such the court lacks the 
power and authority to hear cases in August as there is 
nothing in the statutes for an August term. 


Justice Minister Supuwood is facing contempt charges 
for ignoring a stay order by the court on the exportation 
of rubber belonging to a private company. Minister 
Supuwood is accused of disregarding the stay order, 
forcibly breaking into the warehouse, and arranging the 
exportation of the rubber. 


Meanwhile, Chief Justice Booh has refuted Minister 
Supuwood’s allegations that he was attempting to pre- 
vent his sitting on the Supreme Court bench. In a press 
release yesterday, Justice Booh said he cannot stop any 
afrangement by the parties to the Liberian conflict af- 
fecting changes in the court’s system, nor was he aware 
of such an arrangement. 


On Supuwood’s claims that the court does not operate 
during its recess, Dr. Booh said the court does meet 
in chambers (exactly) to hear and determine what are 
known as remedial cases during its recess. Justice Booh 
questioned the action of Minister Supuwood as being at 
the Supreme Court to lead a mob to disrupt hearings. 
[sentence as heard] The release says the ruling continues 
today. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Nigeria 
Official: Abacha To Reach Political Decision 1 Oct 


AB3008185095 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 30 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of information 
and culture, Dr. Walter Ofonagoro, has again advised 
the international community to make necessary inves- 
tigations into Nigeria’s problems before making com- 
ments. At a news briefing in Bonn, Germany, Dr. Ofon- 
agoro lamented what he described as one-sided views of 
the international community about Nigeria. The minis- 
ter described Nigerians calling for sanctions against the 
country as agents of some international interest groups 
who were determined to cause chaos in the country. He 
reiterated that the head of state, General Sani Abacha, 
would release a political timetable on 1 October on the 
commencement of political activities, adding that polit- 
ical associations and groups are already being formed. 


Army Chief Says Belgium Less ‘Belligerent’ 


AB3008220595 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 30 Aug 95 


(BIS Transcribed Text] The chief of general staff, 
Lieutenant General Oladipo Diya, has reaffirmed that 
the comprehensive political blueprint for democratiza- 
tion will be announced by the head of state unfail- 
ingly on 1 October. Gen. Diya was receiving the outgo- 
ing Belgian ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. Robert Vande- 
meulebroucke. 


He said the head of state’s address will be informed 
by both domestic and international opinions as well as 
the integrity of the military. On the coup convicts for 
whom the ambassador sought clemency and no exe- 
cutions, Gen. Diya said international concern will be 
harmonized with the dictates of national interest and 
military discipline to arrive at appropriate decisions. He 
expressed satisfaction with the ambassador's interpre- 
tation of Nigeria’s problems to his home government 
which, he said, made Belgium less belligerent in its at- 
titude towards Nigeria. 


Earlier, Mr. Vandemeulebroucke told the chief of gen- 
eral staff that both his country and the European 
Union have been following the developments in Nigeria 
with interest and expressed the hope that the political 
blueprint to be announced in October will be compre- 
hensive and sincerely prosecuted. 
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Sierra Leone 


Food Shortages Hit Bo, Kenema; Some Steps Taken 


AB3008221395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 30 Aug 95 


{From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The citizens of Bo and Ken- 
ema in southern aiid eastern Sierra Leone are resorting 
to more and more drastic measures to stave off hunger 
and deprivation. The cities have been starved of essen- 
tial supplies by rebel activities on the main highway 
between Bo and Freetown and Bo and Kenema. Com- 
mercial truckers long ago abandoned the route, even 
Army escorted convoys have been hit by ambushes. Dis- 
placed people have even demonstrated about shortages 
of food and medicine, while the Army is still trying to 
find ways of making the highway safe. From Freetown, 
Victor Sylver telexed this report: 


The situation has become so desperate that residents 
of Bo and Kenema have been telling me of a flourish- 
ing underground market in rice, oil, and other essential 
commodities. There are reports that local nongovern- 
mental organizations have been turning a blind eye to 
reports that some unscrupulous people are participating 
in the sale of relief aid. Now, it seems the authorities 
are stepping up operations to make Masiaka Mile 91 
highway safe so that goods and other services can get 
through. Military operations on the roads started some 
three weeks ago. 


Over the weekend, the Army chief of staff, Brigadier 
Joy Turay, visited the road to access the situation. 
Reports say he visited the troops on the ground to 
give them a pep talk and to see the large rebel camp 
destroyed by the government. It is reported that the now 
defunct rebel camp at Makene-Rohula was also being 
used by the rebels to store a variety of items looted in 
raids and ambushes on the highway. 


Military sources said the director of military operations 
at the Sierra Leone Defense Headquarters, Lieutenant 
Colonel Komba Mondeh, was among a number of top 
military men that went to Mile 91, taking with them 
truck loads of basic commodities. So far, the military 
have not indicated when they will formally declare this 
road safe for civilian traffic. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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